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LESSON I. 
The Editor’s Address to Parents. 


THe Editor of this work designs to set forth, 
in the following pages, a selection of lessons 
adapted to the various capacities of the young, 
and calculated to assist parents in the work of 
Christian instruction. He hopes, by entertaining 
the imagination with scriptural images, to enlight- 


en the understanding with divine truths, and thus 
to prepare the heart for the influences of the spirit 
of holiness. 

The piety of children is generally estimated at 
too low arate. Knowing them to be immature in 
their judgment, we are inclined to think that the 
time of attempting, in good earnest, to instil reli- 
gious sentiments and principles, has not yet arri- 
ved. Under this persuasion, we either defer the 
work too long to be effectual ; or we enter upon it 
in so light a manner as to cause an impression that 
religion is of little consequence ; or we are so for 
mal and uninteresting, as to create an early dis- 
gust to religious instruction. 

While we avoid moroseness and sanctimony, we 
should aim at a manner that is serious, and at 
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either by his parents, or by others acting ia the 
place of parents. Indeed, if he grows up in the 

midst of an enlightened people, he can hardly 
avoid having some general ideas of God and of 
religion: but the religious affections of the heart, 
such as fear, love, and devotion, have their foun- 
dation in the family discipline and attachment. 
In common cases, there must be natural affection, 
before there can be religieus affection, and also 
natural kaowledge before there can be spiritual 
knowledge. 

When the child manifests a considerable de- 
gree of reverence and love for his earthly parent, 
let him be taugat to fear and love his Father in 
heaven, and to regard Him with devotion, as often 
as he repeats the Lord’s prayer. When he comes 
to understand that no house can possibly have 
made itself} let him be instructed that the world 
itself has a Maker, and that on him we are depen- 
dent for life, breath, and all things. 

In this way, the outlines of religious affection 
are drawn upon the heart: these must be filled up, 
and the piece perfected, by subsequent discipline 
and instruction. he impression should daily be 
renewed and strengthened, and the duties con- 
nected with it clearly poiated out, and firmly but 
tenderly enforced. 

In the common employments of life, preparato- 
ry instruction is generally deemed requisite; but 
there are some who seem to suppose, that the re- 
ligtous principle will spring up of itself at some 
appointed-season, or be inspired of Heaven with- 
out the use of means. But ever since the age of 
miracies, a Christian education ought to be so 
thorough as to answer in the stead of conversion ; 


or rather, the work of conversion is now left to 
education, 
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Without thorough instruction in the first prin- 
ciples of religion, persons who think themselves 
great saints, may hear sermons for years, without 
much progress in spiritual knowledge, certainly 
without knowing any thing as they ought to know. 
A man who has never learnt his letters, may pers 
haps be much entertained with acourse of lectures 
on reading ; but he can never become a good read- 
er, till he submits to be taught the alphabet like a 
child. 

Persons superficially instructed, are liable to be 
carried about by every wind of doctrine. Only 
figure to yourselves a preacher, who is himself but 
half learned, preaching sudden conversions and 
rniraculous illuminations to an uninstructed con- 
gregation, and working up both himself and them 
3nto absolute frenzy ; and you will thus gain some 
apprehension of the danger of neglecting the relis 
gious instruction of youth. Instead of being con- 
verted to Christianity after they come of age, they 
ought to be drought up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord. Then, should they unfortunate- 
ly go astray, there is hope they may feel the force 
of early impressions, and be brought to repent- 
ance and amendment. 

Fathers and Mothers ! should these lessons be 
found of some use in the work of religious in- 
struction, and receive your approbation and sup- 
port, they will probably be continued. The Edi- 
tor is desirous of the countenance of parents: 
but he wishes the Repository may be considered 
by children and young persons as their property. 
He thinks, that should the children be indulged in 
subscribing and paying for the work themselves, a 
laudable zeal might be excited among them, which 
would promote the success of the publication. 
That your children may have the benefit of a 
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truly Christian education ; that they may rise up 
and “call you blessed ; and ‘that they may be whole- 
some members of society, and burning and shining 
lights in the Church, is the fervent prayer of the 
Editor. 


EI eee 


LESSON II, 
The Editor’s Address to his Readers. 


MY young friends, it is my intention to provide for 
you a cuurse of reading on the word of God, the church 
of God, and the duties of the Christian life. That you 
may be prepared to read with fervency of spirit, I will 
endeavour, in this address, to stir up your minds with 
the importance of remembering your Creator ia the 
days of your youth, | 

Jehovah made man in his own image, that we e might 
be capable of the exalted happiness of living to his glo- 
ry. Remember Him therefore with pious gratitude : 
abuse not the faculties he hath given you; and since, in 
your fallen nature, you are ruined creatures, seek to be 
“created anew in Christ Jesus unto good works,” that 
you may “ glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 

Our Creator continually preserves us in existence. 
Should he cease to uphold us, it would be instant de- 
struction ; for in him we live, move, and have our be- 
ing. He alone is able to freserve in our souls that spir-: 
itual life, which is begotten in us by the word of his 
grace. Remember Him therefore, with fervent devo- 
tion, as your Preserver. 

As you continually owe your life to him, you are ac- 
countable to him for the manner in which you spend 
your life, and therefore you ought to keep his command- 
ments. He knows what line of conduct will best pro-. 
mote our true interest in this woriu and the next ; and 
he has given us his word to direct us in the good and 
the right way. 


How shall you, that are young, preserve yourselves 
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6 
from the pollution and misery of sin,-but by ruliog your- 
Selves after that divine word, which shall judge you at 
the last day ? Read the Bible therefore with devout at- 
tention, that yeu may understand the trath ; and with 
fervent prayer, that God would direct, sanctify, and 
Sovern, both your hearts and bodies, in the ways of his 
laws, and in the works of his commandments. 

When you are tempted to do or say any thing that is 
evil, remember your Creator, for it would offend him. 
When you are alone, do not think you can do wrong 
without being seen: remember your Creator, for all 
things are naked and open in his sight. Presume not 
even to ‘think wickedly, for your very thoughts are 
known in heaven. 

Every night and morning, remember your Creator to 
pray tohim. In the dark watches of the silent night, 
he preserves you, for he neither slumbers nor sleeps. 
In the bright hours of the busy day, he defends you 
from many evil accidents, which would destroy you. 
To forget him therefore would be shameful ingratitude. 
But how can you be said to remember him, if you never 
pray to him? 3 

When you want food or clothing, you speak to your 
parents, and they supply you. When you pray, you 
speak to God: he will give you that spiritual nourish- 
ment, and that clothing of righteousness, which he has 
provided for the children ef grace.” 

Every Lord’s day, especially, remember your Crea- 
tor: it ishis time, not your own: you must-spend itin 
his service, not in affronting him by profanation and dis- 
obedience. 

Qn this sacred day, the new and spiritual creation 
should make regular progress in your hearts, that you 
may be perfected in holiness, and in due time commence 
that eternal Sabbath, in which you shall rest from your 
Jabours, and your works follow you. — 

Study your prayer-book, that you may know how. to 
perform your part in the public service ; and endeavour 
to render such a spiritual worship in the Church, that 
you may thereby be prepared to join with angels and 












































7 


archangels and all the company of heaven, in a liturgy 
more glorious than we can now comprehend. 

My young readers, in a wicked and seducing world, 
your state will be truly dangerous, unless your mind 
is early fortified with religious principles, and animated 
with the spirit of piety, devotion and love. Rapid is 
the flight of time : soon you will be too old to learn the 
things which belong to your peace. Now is the pre- 
cious season of treasuring up in your hearts “ the wis- 
dom that cometh from above.” It is now that truths of 
a moral and religious nature, find their way most easily 
into the understanding, make the deepest impression 
on the memory, and take the most lasting hold of the 
affections. 

Now is the season to lay apart all filthiness and su- 
perfluity of naughtiness, and to receive with meckness 
the engrafted word. Like those trees, which put forth 
the blussoms of fruit, befure they display their leaves, 
raay you, in your early bloom, put forth the tender fruit 
of Christian virtue ; which may God protect and bring 
to maturity. 

Like young Samuel, learn to understand the voice of 
the Lord, and to serve him with the early prime of your 
life. Like young Timothy, seek to know the scrip- 
tures, that you may become wise unto salvation. Like 
the holy child Jesus, be subject to your parents ; and,. 
while you increase in stature, endeavour te grow in wis- 
dom and in grace. Then, should you.be early plucked 
away by the hand of death, as a vernal rose from its 
parent stock, you will be removed from this dangerous 
world, and ranked among the flowers of the celestial 
paradise. 

My young readers ! let me hope that you will be ani- 
mated with a laudable zeal to promote the success off 
this publication ; and thai, while. yom are perusing the 
lessons of the Youth’s Repository; you will not fail to 
offer up. fervent prayers, that God, by his. grace, would. 
enlighten your understandings, sanctify your hearts, and. 
prosper this. humble attempt to disseminate Christian- 
knowledge, and encourage Christian yirtue, inthe minds. 
of the rising generation. ites : 


8 





LESSo N Ilr, 
The Preacheys Picture of Old Age, 


CExtracteg from a Work, entitled The Book of Nature, by the 
e ILLIAM Jones.) 
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that uses them is as one who looketh out of a 
window inthenight. Then the doors are shut in the 
streets ; difficultics and obstructions attend all the 
passages of the body, and digestion becomes 
weak when the grinding ts low. The youthful 
and healthy sleep sound, and are apt to transgress 
by taking too much rest ; but the aged sleep with 
difficulty, and rise up at the vce of the bird; they 
are ready to leave their disturvel rest at the crow- 
ing of the cock. The duughters of music are 
brought low: the voice falls and becomes hoarse ; 
the hearing is duli; and the spirits, now less active 
than they used to be, are less affected by the pow- 
ers of harmony; and so sit in heaviness, hanging 
down their heads, as virgins drooping under the 
sorrow of captivity. O'd age, being inactive and 
helpless, becomes afraid of that which is high ; it 
is fearful of climbing, because it is in danger of 
falling ; and being unfit to endure the hardness of 
fatigue aad the shocks of a rough journey, the 
fears which are in the way discourage it from set- 
tingout. Then the almond-tree flourishes ; the 
hair of the head becomes white, as the early al- 
mond blossoms ian the hard weather of winter, be- 
fore the snows have I+ft us: and even the grass. 
hopper becomes a burthen; the legs, once light and 
nim dle to leap, as the legs of that insect, and which 
used with easeto hear the weight of the whole bo- 
dy, are now become a burthen, and can scarcely 
carry themselves; and when the faculties thus 
fail, the desire fails along with them ; for nothing 
is desirable, when nothing can be enjoved. 

Such are the evi/ days, which come upon us 
when our youth is past, and prepare the way for 
that last and greatest evil of our death, when man 
goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about 
the streets, lamenting his departure. Then the 
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A. The time of old age. 
©. How does he describe the infirmities of old 
age ? 
- Under terms which are like those of a pro- 
verb or riddle. 

2. What is meant by the darkening of the sun, 
moon,and stars? 

A. The failing of the understanding, judgment, 
and memory. 

2. What are the keepers of the house? 

A. ‘}he arms and hands, which guard and de- 
fend the body. 

2. What are the strong men ? 

A. The shoulders, in which our chief strength 
lies. 

9. Who are they that look out of the win- 
dows? 

A. The eyes, 

&. Which are the grinders ? 

A. The teeth which grind our food. 

2. Who are the daughters of music ? 

A, The voice which sings, and the ears that 
hear, and the spirits which are moved with mu- 
sic. 

9. What agrees to the almond tree, which blos- 
soms in winter? 

A. The hairs of the head, which turn white in 
old age. 

Q. What is meant by the grasshopper ? 

A. The legs, which are light and active in 
youth, but become a burthen to themselves in old 
age. 
ey What means the breaking of the pitcher at 
the fountain, and the wheel atthe cistern ? 

A. The stopping of the circulation at the heart, 
an ' the ceasivg of the motion in the lungs. 
©. Where goes the body ? 





. d that gave it, 
| 2. What is the duty to be learned from all these 
, Considerations ? 


To remember my Creator jn the days of 
my youth, 
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LESSON IV, 
The Great Fam 
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foolish parents, who keep them in ignorance, and 
ruin them with indulgence! God’s children are 


’ notso left tothemselves. Let me then be thank- 


ful when I am corrected in mercy; as a token of 
my adoption, and election to be achild of God. 

If the church is my mother, who hath brought 
me forth to be an heir of glory; it is my duty to 
conform to her rules, that I may have the benefit 
of her ordinances. 

If christian people are my brethren, it must be 
my duty to love them: and to bear in mind that 
wise advice of the good Yoseph to his brethren, 
see that ye fallnot out by the way. In our jours 
ney through life, we are under so many trials and 
afflictions, that it is both foolish and wicked for 
christian brethren to add to one another’s troub- 
les by strife and envying, by quarrelings and dis- 
putings. 

Proud people are ashamed of their poor rela- 
tions; but I must not be ashamed to own the poor- 
est child in the family of God; who perhaps, af- 
ter a laborious life of faith and patience, will be 
my superior in the kingdom of heaven. Iam to 
remember that Jesus Christ, the head of this 
great and holy family, was made poor for my sake, 
and doth now hear the prayers and attend to the 
wants of the poorest christian. Who then am I, 
that [should dare to despise or neglect those of 
whom Jesus Christ is mindful? When I do them 
good, I must do it because they belong to Him ; 
not to shew my own superiority, or to obtain the 
praises of men: and then all I do will be accepted, 
and I shall have treasure in heaven. 


THE QUESTIONS. 


2, Who is your spiritual father? 
A. God, the father of spirits. 
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2. Who is your spiritual mother ? 

A. The church. 

2. Who are your brethren ? 

A, All christian people. 

2. How do they become such? 

A. In Jesus Christ, who is the true Son of God, 
and the first-born of many brethren. 

2. When was you taken into this family? 

A. When I was baptised. 

2. How far doth this great family extend ? 

A. It takes in the angels of heaven, and all 
saints departed. 

9. What must you do, if God is your fa- 
ther? 

A. I must make my wants known to him in pray- 
er, as children do. 

9. And what will God do as a father? 

A. He willcorrect me in love and mercy, that 
my own will may not ruin me. 

9. What duty is required of you to the 
church ? 

A, To conform myself to her rules, that I may 
have the benefit of her sacraments. 
&. &: What duty is required toward your breth- 

A. To love and be at peace with them. 

Q. Are you to be ashamed of poor christians ? 

A. No; we are all equal in the house of 
God. 

Q. Why are you to do good to the poor? 

A. Because they belong to Christ. 


THE TEXTS. 


Luke xi. 2. Our father, which art in heaven. 

Gal. iv. 26. But Ferusalem which is above is 
“ree, which is the mother of us all. 

Col. i.2. To the saints and faithful brethren in 
Christ. 
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Eph, iii. 14. The father of our Lord Fesus 
Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named. 

Eph. i. 22. And gave him to be head over all 
things to the church. 

Matt. vi. 6. Pray to thy father. 

Rev. iii. 19. As many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten. 

Deut. vill. 5. As a man chasteneth his son, s@ 
the Lord chasteneth thee. 

Matth. xviii. 17. Hear the church. 

1 Pet. tii. 8. Love as brethren. 

1 Cor. xii. 13. Weare all baptised into one body, 
whether we be bond or free. 

Mark. ix. 41. Whosoever shall give you a cup of 
water to drink, in my name, because ye belong to 
Christ, verily T say unto you, he shall not lose his 
reward, 


| ees 


LESSON V. 


Water and the Spirit. 
[From the Rev. William Sones} 


WHEN I wash my hands with water to make 
them clean, I should pray to God that he would 
be pleased to make me a clean heart, and renew a 
right spirit withinme. The foulness of my hands 
is easily washed away, but I cannot wash the in- 
ward stain of sin from my soul, and give myself 
a cleanheart. This is a second birth, and is no 
more in my own power than my first birth was. 

God, who willeth that all sinners should be sav- 
ed, sent out his Apostles to baptize all nations, 
with water and the Holy Ghost, without which 
they cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

Inthe temple of Sclomon, there was a large 
bason, called a sea ; it was made of brass, to hold 
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water for the washing of those who came to wor- 
ship. Under it there were the figures of twelve 
oxen ; three of them looking each way, toward the 
four quarters of the heavens; to shew that bap- 
tism should be carried cut into all the world, by 
the twelve ministers of Jesus Christ. They have 
Srought it even unto me, and I have been washed 
in baptism, that I may be saved. But I may de- 
file myself, and lose the benefit of it ; as the 
swine when itis washed, returns again to its wal- 
lowing inthe mire. As the swine delighteth to 
be unclean, so do some take pleasure in a dirty 
conscience. Such are not the better, but the 
worse for their baptism ; they forfeit the wedding 
garment. The sheep and the lamb when they are 
washed, keep themselves pure.. So must I, if I 
wish to continue in the fold with the sheep of 
Christ ; who has promised to be my shepherd, to 
feed me ina green pasture, and to make me lie 
down beside the waters of comfort. He will ap- 
pear again to separate the sheep from the goats, 
in the day of judgment ; when I trust, of his mer- 
cy, he will set me on his right hand, and make me 
happy for ever in his own kingdom. 


THE QUESTIONS. 


2. What doth the water of baptism wash 
away 

A. The stain of sin. 

2. But water cannot do this of itself? 

A. No, it is an outward and visible sign of the 
Spirit of God. 

©. What did that brazen sea signify, which 
contained water for the purification of those who 
washed in the temple ? 

A. It shewed that baptism should be carried 
out from Judea to the four quarters of the world, 
that all nations might be baptised. 

































2. What is the duty of those whom God. hath 
washed from sin ? 

A. To keep themselves pure and unspotted. 

2, What would the swine do if it were wash- 
ed? 

A. It would turn again to wallow in the mire. 


THE TEXTS. 


Psal. li. 7. Thou sha't wash me, and I shail be 
whiter than snow. 

2 Kings v. 10. Washin Fordan seven times, and 
thy flesh shall come again unto thee, and thou shalt 
be clean. 

t Tim. v. 22. Keep thyself pure. 

— Jude 23. Hating even the garment spotted by 
the flesh. 





LESSON VI. 
The Beasts. 


{From the Rev. William Sones. } 


The ass hath very long ears, and yet he hath no sense 
of music, but brayeth with a frightful noise. He is ob- 
stimate and unruly, and will go his own way, even though 
he is severely beaten. The child, who will not be 
taught, is but little better; he has no delight in learn- 
ing, but talketh of his own folly and disturbeth others 
with his noise. 

The dog barketh all the night long, and thinks it no 
trouble to rob honest people of their rest. 

The fox is a cunning thief: and men when they do 
not fear God, are crafiy and deceitful. The wolf is 
cruel and blood-thirsty. As he devoureth the lamb, so 
do bad men oppress and tear the innocent and helpless. 

The adder is a poisonous snake, and hath a forked 
double tongue: so do men speak lies and utter slander 
against their neighbours, when the poison of asfis is un- 
der their lifs. The devil, who decciveth with lies, and 
would destroy all mankind, is the o/d serfient, who 
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brought death into the world by the venom of his bite. 
He would kill me, and all the children that are born, if 
God would let him; but Jesus Christ came to save us 
from his power, and to destroy the works of the devil. 

Lord, thou hast made me a man for thy service: O 
let me not dishonour thy work, by turning myself into 
the likeness of some evil beast: Let me not be as the 
fox, who is a thief and a robber ; let me never be cruel 
as a wolf to any of thy creatures ; ; especially to my 
dear fellow creatures, and my dearer fellow Christians ; 
but les me be harmless as the limb; quiet and submis- 
sive as the sheep; that so I may ben fit to live, and be 
fed in thy pasture, under the good shepherd, Jesus 
Christ. It is far better to be the poorest of his flock, 
than to be proud and cruel, as the lion or the tyger, who 
vo about seeking what they may devour. 


THE QUESTIONS. 


O. What is the child who will not learn ? 

l. An ass, which jis ignorant and unruly. 

Q. What are wicked men, who hurt and cheat oth- 
ers? 

4. They are wolves, and foxes, and blood thirsty li- 
ons. 

Q. What are ill-natured people, who trouble their 
neighbours, and rail at them ? 

A. They are dogs, who bark at every body. 

Q. But what are good and peaceable people! 

A, They are harmless sheep ; and little children, un- 
der the grace of God, are innocent lambs. 

O. But what are liars ? 

A. They are snakcs and vipers, with double tongues, 
and poison under their lips. 

Q. Whois the good shepherd? 

4. Jesus Christ. 


THE TEXTS. 


Prov. xxvi. 3. 4 bridle for the ass,and arod for 
the fooP’s back. Seealso Job xi. 12, 
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Acts xx. 29. Grievous wolves shall enter in among you, 
not sparing the flock. 

Luke xiii. 32. Go tell that fox. 

Psalm x. 9. He lieth in wait secretly, as a lion in his 
den, to catch the poor. 

Psal. xxii. 16. Many dogs have compassed me about. 

Matt. x. 16. ZT send you forth ae sheep: in the midst of 
wolves. 

Isa. xl. 11. He shall gather the lambs with his arm, 
and carry them in his bosom. 

Mark x. 13, 16. And they brought young children to 
htm, and ke took them upft in his arms. 

Matt. ili. 7, He satd unto the Pharisees and Sadducecs, 
O generation of vifiers. 

Gen. iii. 14. dnd the Lord God said unto the serpent, 
Thou art cursed above every beast of the field. 

Rey. xii. 9. That old serpent, cailed the Devil and Sa- 
fan. 


—D ¢ 


LESSON VII. 


The Eel and the Lark. 
[From the Rev. William Fones.] 


The eel buries itself inthe mud. What a poor nas- 
ty life it leads! The lark mounts up towards heaven, 
and delights itself with sweet music to the praise of 
its great Creator. Who would not wish to lead the life 
of alark? 

But then, the Jark can work as well as sing ; itis nev- 
er idle: none of the good creatures of God are per- 
mitted to live and do nothing. It flies about to feed it- 
self; and when the earthis covered with frost and snow 
in the winter, it runs about upon the cold ground, and 
takes great pains to find a smail living to keep it from 
starving. In the summer it makes its nest, and brings 
upits young. All creatures submit with cheerfulness 
to the laws of God, but unruly man ; who becomes his 
own tormentor by resisting them: for nothing can make 
us happy but the laws of God, which are all intended 
for that purpose. There are many very bad men, who 
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will neither feed their poor families, nor work for 
themselves, nor sing praises to God, but turn sottish 
and foolish, and bury themselves in the mud like 
the eel, or wallow in the mire like the swine. But 
God hath made me to be like the lark; to find 
my pleasure and my health in necessary business 
and profitable learning. What a sad thing it would 
be, if I should ever forsake the life of that little sweet 
innocent creature, to drown my senses in eating and 
drinking, or waste my precious time in sleep and idle- 
ness, or consume my substance with gaming and keep- 
ing ill company ! Let me learn a better lesson from the 
little lark: for God hath made larks to teach us what 
we ought to be; and he hath made swine and wolves, 
and bats and owls, to teach us what we ought not to be. 
The lark loves the daylight ; it sings before the sun ri- 
ses; it is always busy and at work. But owls fly from 
the sun, and love darkness, and make a frightful hoot- 
ing and screaming, which does not inspire us either 
with mirth or devotion, as the heavenly music of the lark 
doth ; but rather fills the mind with terror and despair ; 
and was thought of old to forebode some mischief or 
calamity. : 


THB QUESTIONS. 


Q. How do the lives of wordly men differ from the 
hives of Christians ! 

41. As the life of the ecl differs from the life of the 
lark. 

Q. What isthe delight of Christians ? 

4. To praise God. 

Q. Does the lark spend all its time in praising God ? 

A. No, it labours for its hving ; and we also must do 
the necessary business of life. 

Q. Are all creatures obedient to the Creator. 

A They all follow the laws he hath given them. 

Q. What is the man who disobeys the laws of God ? 

A. A monster, unlike to all other creatures. 
Q. For what end did God make the lark and dove ? 
A. To teach us what we ought to be. 
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QV. Why did he make owls, bats and swine ! 
4. To teach us what we ought not to be. 


THE TEXTS. 


Lev. x1. 12. Whatsoever hathno fins or scales in the 
water, that shall be an abomination unt) you. 

Psalm civ. 12. Beside them shall the fowls of the air 
have their habitation, and sing among the branches. 

Jam. v. 13. Ie any merry ? Let him sing Psalms. 

Lev. xi. 13. Zhese are they which ye shall have in 
abomination among the fowls—the owl and the bat. 

2 Pet. 1. 22, The dog is rurned to his own vomit avrain, 
and the suw that was washed, to her wallowing in the 
metre, 


Qi 


LESSON VIII. 


The Fading Flower. 
[From the Rev. William Fones. | 


TO day the flower bloweth, and spreadecth forth its 
leaves, and we admire its beauty, but its glory is short ; - 
for it soon fadeth, and falleth away tothe ground. I 
am like this flower, frail and morta! ; and I must not 
value myself for any thing I am, or any thing I have in 
this life: for if Iwere never so great and noble, I must 
fade as a flower, and be withered as the grass. Where 
are they now, who were once the great and the honour- 
able of the earth? as the scythe cutteth down the grass, 
so hath death swept them away. But short-lived as the 
flower is, God provideth for it, and covereth it with rai- 
ment, such as Solomon in ali his glory did not wear. 
Therefore, if God so clothe a fading flower, which is 
made but for a day, he will never neglect me, who am 
made for eternity. He will provide for all my bodily 
wants ; and which is much more, he will cover my na- 
ked and sinful soul, that it may be fit to appear in his 
sight, He hath givente mein my baptism that best 
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robe, the robe of righteousness, which shall never 
change, but keep its glory lke the sun which fadeth 
not. Lord grant that I may keep unspotted the gar- 
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\ ment thou hast put upon my soul; that, when I put off 
} my body, I may still wearthis best robe, and at length 
te put on immortality both in body and soul, at the res- 
AY urrection of the just. Blessed are the poor whom God 
on hath clothed: but woe to the rich, if he hath sent 


them naked and empty away. 


THE QUESTIONS. 





[is Q. What is all the glory of man in this life ! 
.4, It is a flower that fadeth. 

VY. But what co you expect, when you consid- 

| der the beautiful colours with which the flower is 
clothed ? 

A. That God, who clethed the flower finer than king 
Solomon, will also clothe me. 
Jal Q. What is the best robe that God putteth upon 
ai us? 
| A. Righteousness. 


THE TEXTS. 


| Pet. 1.24. All flesh is grass and ail the glory of man 
t3 as the flower of grass. 

Matt. vi. 30. Jf God 80 clothe the grass of the fielttl, 
shall he not much more clothe you ? 

Psal.cxxxl.9. Let thy priests be clothed with right- 
eousness. 


d LESSON IX. 
The Address of Bishop Portevs to young per- 


sons immediately after Confirmation. 


THE office of Confirmation is now over: 
but before you leave this place, I have a few words 
to say to vou, to which I desire you will all pay 
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the most serious attention. Remember, I beseech 
you, every one of you, as long as you live, what 
has passed here this day. Think not that itis a 
mere formal, unmeaning ceremony, which extends 
not beyond the moment; which may be forgotten 
as soon as it is over, and which can have no in- 
fluence on your future condition either here or 
hereafter. On the contrary, it is one of the most 
awful, one of the most important, and, if it is not 
your own fault, one of the most useful acts of 
your whole lives. It is asolemn dedication of 
yourselves in this sacred place to God and to re- 
ligion. It is a voluntary oblation of yourselves, 
your souls and bodies, at your first entrance into 
the world, at the first commencement of your ra- 
tional life, to the service of your Maker and Re. 
deemer. You have, in short, chosen this day 
whom you will serve ; you have chosen Christ 
for your Lord and Master ; you have, in the pre- 
sence of God and of this congregation, professed 
yourselves his disciples ; you have vowed fidelity 
and allegiance to him ; you have promised to be- 
lieve his doctrines and to obey his laws. 

Take care then, every one of you, that you 
punctuailly fulfilthese sacred engagements ; and 
be assured, that, upon your doing so, depend the 
whole comfort and happiness of your future lives, 
both in this world and the next. And that you 
may be enabled to do all this, you must frequent- 
ly anil fervently apply for the assistance of God’s 
Holy Spirit ; you must never let the morning rise 
nor the evening close upon you, without addres. 
sing God in private prayer; you must be constant 
in your attendance on the public service of the 
Church, onthe Lord’s Day, both morning and 
afternoon ; you must remember that God claims 
that day as js own and that he has stamped up- 








































































on it a peculiar mark of sanctity, which you must 
never dare to violate by following your ordinary 
amusements, or ordinary occupations on that day, 
or by any act of levity, dissipation, profaneness 
and immorality. 

And you must not only attend to the general 
duties of the Church, but must prepare yourselves, 
as soon as possible, for that most solemn rite of 
our religion, the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper : 
that supper, which Christ himself did almost with 
his dying breath command you to receive in re- 
membrance of him. Above all things, let this 
consideration sink deep into your hearts, and be 
for ever present to your thoughts ; that this world 
is not the on/y one you have to live in ; but that 
after death you will pass into another, where you 
will be judged for every thing that you have 
thought, said, or done in this ; and according as 
you are found i innocent or guilty by your Almigh- 
ty Judge, you will, through the merits of your Re- 
deemer, be rewarded with everlasting happiness, 
or, on the contrary, be doomed to never-ceasing 
misery. 

Eternity, in short, with all its awful train of 
consequences, is now before you, and whether it 
shall be a happy or a miserable one, will in a great 
degree depend on the course you now take at your 
first setting out inthe world; for the habits you 
now form will determine your future character 
and conduct: the steps you now take will proba- 
bly decide your doom for ever. Be resolved 
then at once, and Remember your Creator in the 
days of your youth. If you do, you may depend 
upon it, that your Creator will not forget you all 
the days of your life. He will look down upon 
you with an eye of uncommon favour and appro- 
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bation. He will bless and prosper you in all your 
honest designs and undertakings; will conduct 
you through the dangers, the difficulties, the dis- 
tresses of this mortal scene, to a state of endless 
felicity hereafter; and in the meanwhile, like 
vour blessed Master in the same period of life, 
you will be growing in wisdom, and in stature, and 
in favour both with God and man. 

You may now depart to your respective 
homes, and may the blessing of God for ever rest 
upon you. 


a INI 


LESSON X. 
True and false Wisdom contrasted. 


[ A Sermon fur Youth. ] 


JAMES lille 15—18. 


“ This wisdom descendeth not from above; but is. 
earthly, sensual, devilish. 

‘* For where envying and strife is, there is confus- 
to, and every evil work. 

“¢ But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated ; 
full of mercy and good fruits ; without partial- 
tty and without hypocrisy. 

‘* For the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace 
of them that make peace.” 


MANKIND may be divided into two classes ; 
the one placing their chief good in the things of 
the present life; the other expecting it in the 
world tocome. The one walk by sight, the oth- 
er by faith. Each is accounted unwise by the oth- 


c 





26 


er. Our Saviour decided the point that the chil- 
dren of this world are, in their generation, wiser 
than the chiidren of light. But the wisdom 
sought after by the former is in kind far inferior 
to that pursued by the latter. And the reason is, 
that the wisdom of this world is built ona false 
principle, the supposition that this life comprises the 
whole of ourexistence. It is limited to the earth; 
1t embraces only the objects of sense ; it sanctions 
the pride of distinction, and of course leads to en- 
vying and strife ; and it frequently degenerates 
into amalicious policy, which would obtain its 
ends by lying, slandering, and dishonest artifice. 
Our Apostle therefore brands it with the epithets, 
earthly, sensual, devilish. And he only gives its 
just character; as must be acknowledged by all 
who are conversant with the world. This wisdom 
is notfrom above. It is vile in its origin ; short in 
its duration ; unsatisfactory in its use ; and falla- 
cious In its end. ‘The wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God. 

But there are some whose eyes have been open- 
to sce that this world is but a vapour, which ap- 
peareth but for alittle time, and then vanisheth ; 
and that they are here on probation fora future 
state, endless in its duration, and complete in its 
enjoyments. They are therefore resolved to live in 
conformity to the gospel, which has brought life 
and immortality te light. The wisdom they seek 
after is perfect; embracing both worlds; and 
teaching so to pass through things temporal, as not 
finally to lose the things that are eternal. 

This wisdom is not natural to man in his pres- 
ent state ; it is from above; it is a good and per- 
fect gift which cometh down from the Father of 
Lights. Itis the guide of our life ; our solace 
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ia death ; and our passport to the realms of glo- 
ry. 

' Ye disciples of Christ, who by a living faith, 
have admitted this heavenly principle into your 
bosom ; cherish it with all diligence, that you may 
‘grow in wisdom and in grace.” And ye who 
are yet in darkness, open your hearts to discern 
the distinction between true and fulse wisdom. 
How blessed would be the effect of this discourse, 
should it be the means of enkindling in your 
youthful minds this heavenly wisdom ; a wisdom 
which, like the pillar of a cloud by day, and of 
fire by night, should lead you through the wilder- 
ness of this troublesome world to the promised 
rest ! 

That you may see clearly the difference between 
the true and the false wisdom, let us examine the 
characteristics of both, as set forth by the Apos- 
tle. 

I. The wisdom that cometh not from above, is 
earthly, sensual, devilish. First; it is earthly. 
Excluding a heavenly inheritance, it lays up treas- 
ures on earth, and binds down the heart upon what 
the eye covets. It makes men the servile devo- 
teesof mammon. They labour and toil, and de- 
fraud, and extort, and keenly study, to accumulate 
riches. The natural effect is strife and disquiet- 
ude. After long drudgery and many vexatious 
losses, the man perhaps arrives at affluence ; but 
the happiness he pursued proves a phantom.— 
‘* Thou fool, this night thy soul is required of 
thee ;’ whose then shall all these things be, for 
which thou hast sacrificed thine ease of body and 
peace of conscience. How much wiser to have 


laid up treasures in heaven! But it is now too 
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Secondly ; this false wisdom is sensual. It is 
occupied in providing for the indulgence of sense ; 
of the carnal mind in opposition to the spirit or 
inner man. It teaches us to live like mere ani- 
mals—creatures not having an immortal princi- 
ple by which we are related to God and the world 
ef spirits. The heavenly spark lies dormant and 
dead within us. It is buried under sensual grati- 
fications—drunkenness, gluttony, lewdness, and 
the various kinds of licentiousness. ‘ Let us eat 
and drink, for to-morrow we die. We shall be 
hereafter as though we had never been ; for the 
breath in our nostrils is a smoke, and our spirit 
shall vanish as the soft air. Come on, let us en- 
joy the good things that are present; let us fill 
ourselves with costly wine and ointments; and 
let no flower of the spring pass by us ; let us crown 
ourselves with rose buds before they be withered ; 
and let none of us go without his part of our vo- 
luptuousness.” This isthe syren voice of false 
wisdom, which seduces thousands, and renders 
them deaf to the admonitions of conscience. Go 
on, then, ye gay devotees of pleasure, dance to 
the song of your charmer; and follow through 
every maze of delight, the devices and desires of 
your own hearts; but know ye, that for all these 
things God will surely bring you into judgment, 
The thought of a judgment to come is an ingredi- 
ent which mars the cup of lawless pleasure. Add 
to this the evils which from the very constitution 
of nature result from licentiousness. How many 
begin the career of pleasure with such mad velo- 
city, as soon to exhaust their strength, and break 
their constitution. Worn out, forsaken by their 
companions, and destitute of resources, they fall, 
never to rise again. How much wiser to have 
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run in the christian race, looking to the joy that is 
set before us, and panting for those rivers of 
pleasure which flow at the right hand of God. 

The last characteristic of this false wisdom is, 
that it is devilish. The angels which kept not 
their first estate are called devils. The sin by 
which they fell was pride; Satan said, * I will be 
like the Most High:” and he was cast down. By 
the same temptation he succeeded with our first 

arents ; ** Ye shall be as gods, knowing good and 
evil.” Thus pride was the sin of devils ; and is 
one of the leading sins of human nature. The 
wisdom therefore, which is occupied in the pur- 
suits of pride, pomp, and ambition, is justly cal- 
led devilish. Itis the spirit of Belial. It is the 
principle which prompted the sons of men to 
to build the lofty tower of Babel; a work which 
erminated in the confusion of tongues. It is de- 
ceptive ; it promises to exalt, and perhaps does 
so foratime; butitabasesinthe end. The rich 
man, who was clothed in purple and fine linnen, 
and fared sumptuously every day, little thought 
his end would be so wretched. It leads to con- 
tention ; to disputes who shall be the greatest: 
and where envying and strife is, there is confu- 
sion and every evil work. O Lord, let not the foot 
of pride come nigh thy church, to disturb its peace, 
and to bring in the contention of tongues! Keep us 
meek and lowly in heart, “lest being lifted up 
with pride we fall into the condemnation of the 
devil.” 

We have seen, brethren, that the wisdom which 
is subservient to the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eye, andthe pride of life, is a blind guide, 
which will never conduct us into the high way 
cast up forthe people of God. Her path is at first 
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down a gentle declivity, covered with flowers, and 
affording many enchanting objects ; but she soon 
leads the gay traveller through thorny mazes, 
down craggy precipices, into dark vallies; and at 
length hurries him down the steep pitch, where he 
is choked in the waters and drowned in perdi- 
tion. 

My dear young friends, from this false wisdom 
we turned away when, at our baptism, we “re- 
nounced the devil and all his works, the vain pomp 
and glory of the world, with all covetous desires 
of the same, and the sinful desires of the flesh ; 
and promised not to follow nor be led by them.” 
In the stead of this false wisdom we embraced, 
by the profession of faith, the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. This is the wisdom of God and the 
power of God unto salvation. It is a wisdom 
which regards the welfare of the whole of our 
existence, of the life that now is,as well as of that 
whichistocome. Itis this which makes us wise 
unto salvation ; it will guide our feet into the wav 
of peace; it came down from heaven and will 
conduct us thither—will exalt us to that high and 
holy place, where only true joysare to be found. 

If, This wisdom that cometh from above, let us 
now examine in its several features, as set forth 
by our apostle. 

It is first pure. Itis free from any mixture of 
worldly principles; itis not contaminated either 
with the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, or the 
pride of life. It leads to purity of heart; to 
iemperance, soberness, and chastity. It gives us 
the power of self-government. It overcomes the 
love of the world and the charms of filthy lucre. 
It frees us from the hard service of mammon ; 
and teaches us so to use the world as not to abuse 
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- it. It kills the seeds of pride, envy, and malice? 

’ It teaches us that pride was not made for man ; 

- that we are fallen, sinful, unworthy creatures ; and 
that we ought to humble ourselves before God in 
dustand ashes. In short, it teaches us to live so- 
berly, righteously, and godly in this present world, 
under the full assurance of a better state of things 
hereafter, in the glorious presence of the Most 
High. Having no mixture of worldly principles, 
it is like pure gold that has been seven timestried 
in the furnace. It will endure. Itis an incor- 
ruptible seed, springing up towards heaven, and 
bearing the fruit of immortality. 

2. The wisdom that cometh from above is 
peaceable. It teaches us to acquaint ourselves 
with God and to be at peace with Him; and, as 
much as in us lies to live peaceably with all men. 
Itis a principle of love and unity. It takes away 
all pride, covetousness, and sensuality ; which are 
the great disturbers of peace. Itteaches us not 
to renderevil for evil, or railing for railing; but u 
contrarywise, blessing, and to overcome evil with 
good. From whence come wars and fighting? 
Come they not from the lusts which war in our 
members? These troublesome and contentious 
passions, religion teaches us to subdue and to mor- 
tify ; laying down a precept not less reasonable in 
itself than favourable to the peace of society ; 
‘thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” How 
pacific is the injunction of St. Paul; ‘In undere 
standing be ye men, but in malice be ye children ; 
be ye wise unto that which is good, but simple 

concerning evil.” The spirit of the gospel is a 
spirit of innocence, love, and peace. 
; 3. The wisdom that cometh from above is also 
gentle. It 1s an enemy to rashness and asperity 
; of manners ; to haughtiness of deportment, and 
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violence of temper and. speech. It softens the 
passions, sweetens the temper, polishes the man- 
ners, and refines the heart. A long practice of 
the charities of social life enriches the soul with 
all goodness, meekness, and forbearance. This 
Christian disposition is the true principle of good 
i manners and politeness ; without it, all is artifice 
iy? and deception. St. Paul mentions this virtue of 
| gentleness among the fruits of the spirit; itis a 
pearl of great price; the ornament of social in- 
tercourse, the security of friendship, and the so- 
lace of human life. 

4. The true wisdom is “easily intreated.” 
Weare not here to understand that wezk facility of 
temper, which is easily led astray by the cajoling 
intreaties of the crafty and designing. It is a 
higher quality, which disposes men to yield to the 
persuasions of God’s word, to the good counsel of 
our friends, to the cries of the needy, to the de- 
mands of civil society and the claims of ecclesi- 
astical charitv. It does not make men co!d, and 
distant, and difficult of access; but affable and 
obliging; not easily provoked, but ready to for- 
give. 

5. Ie is “full of mercy and fruits.” 
From this we learn that good works should pro- 
ceed from the right motive. Mercy is the rcot; 
it springs up and yields good fruits. If we give 
to the poor that we may seen of men, orto avoid 
being thought niggardly ; our good truits are not 
the produce of mercy; we act froma worldly 
wisdom, and the reward is contemptible; but he 
vho only giveth acup of cold water, from the 
right motive, shall in no wise lose his reward in 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
obtain mercy. The true wisdom makes men fu/! 
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’ of mercy and good fruits. They are not charita- 
ble by fits and spells; but mercy dwells in them, 
occupying their whole heart, and making them 
abound in the labours of love, and the offices of 
humanity. : 

Lastly ; the wisdom that cometh from above is 
‘without partiality and without hypocrisy.” It 
is no respecter of persons; makes no unreasona- 
ble distinctions on account of external appearan- 
ces; minds not high things, but condescends to 
men of low estate. Its love is without dissimula- 
tion ; teaching men rather to be than to seem good; 
to avoid all sanctimonious looks, stiff peculiarities, 
and pious frauds ; and to shew, out of a good con- 
versation, their works, with meekness of wisdom 
and a godly sincerity. 

Such is the wiséom that cometh from above. 
It is the light of the world ; the salt of the earth ; 
the root of virtue ; the standard of moral purity ; 
the guide of life; the safegu..d of peace; the 
ground work of gentleness and courtesy ; and the 
pillar and ground of present and future felicity. 

You have now before you, my young friends, the 
false wisdom and the true; on the one hand, you 
have life and good; on the other death and evil. 
You are prepared, I trust to make a choice ; either 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, and then 
to sink into endless perdition ; or to lay in a good 
foundation for the time to come, that you may 
lay hold of eternal life, and at length rest in the 
fullness of joy. 

Confine not, I beseech you, your views to this 
fallen, perishing world. Lift up your hearts aud 
minds to the things which are above. Labour for 
the meat that endureth to everlasting life, and the 
fleasures which flow at God’s right hand, Lay up 
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treasures in heaven, where they are safe and im- 
perishable. Seek for the honor that cometh from 
God only, and cherish the hope of future glory 
among angels and archangels and all the compa- 
ny of heaven. 

When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and 
knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul, discretion 
shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep 
thee: and thou shalt be quiet from the fear of 
evil. Then shall the fruit of righteousness, 
which has been matured in your own bosom, be 
sown in the hearts of others, and spring up into 
the abundance of peace. 

Therefore, let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom ; that you may be delivered 
from this evil world, and be admitted into that ce- 
lestial city, where ‘**wisdom hath builded her 
house, hewn out her seven pillars, and furnished 
her table” with the choicest delights. There 
‘**with open face,” we shall behold the effulgence 
of her glory, and be ravished with endless admi- 
ration. She will unfold tous the mysteries of time 
and the truths of eternity. Through an endiess 
succession of ages upon ages, we shall be gaining 
fresh knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge. 

While we are musing on these things, do not 
our hearts burn within us, and move us to speak 
with our tongue; ‘‘ My soul is athirst for God, 
yea, even for the living God: when shall I come 
to appear before the presence of God, to behold 
the fair beauty of the Lord, and to be satisfied 
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A PRAYER. 


And wherefore onNE? That he might sceka GODLY SEED, 
Mal. il. 15 
av¥icll. ll. Je 


THOU, Lord,‘in the beginning, didst make the man 
and the woman to be ong, that under the unity of the 
conjugal relation, a holy race might spring up before 
thee. With Thee is “the residue of the Spirit :” 
grant that thy church may be preserved in such perfect 
unity with her Divine Head, that she may train up “a 
godly seed,” and bring many sonsto glory. Grant that 
thy ministers may be inflamed with such holy zeal for 
thy church and household, that, by the aid of thy pow- 
erful grace, they may turn the heart of the fathers to 
the children, and the heart of the children to their fa- 
thers, lest thou come and smite the earth with a curse. 
Grant that all parents and children may love each other 
with a pure heart, fervently, and worship thee, the Fa- 
ther of spirits, In spirit and in truth. With Thee ori- 
ginates every holy desire to edify thy church, and when 
thou hast begun a good work, thou wilt perfect it unto 
the end: grant arich blessing upon the labours of thy 
servants engaged inthe christian education of youth. 
May “ the wisdom which cometh from above” be truly 
taught, meekly received, and abundantly productive. 
Feed us, thine adopted children, with spiritual suste- 
nance; and clothe us with white raiment, even the 
righteousness which is of God by faith. Strengthen us 
with might, by thy Spirit in the inner man, that we may 
be renewed in knowledge and in holiness alter thine own 
image; fit us for those blessed mansions, where thy 
glory dwells; andin the fulness of time, admit us in- 
tothat greatand holy family in heaven, which thy Son 
hath redeemed from the earth, out of every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and which cease not day nor night, 
to sound furth thy praise. Hear us, we beseech thee, O 
Rather, and grant our petitions, through the grace of 


> 
our Lord Jesus Christ, thine only begotten Son. dimen. 
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NOTICES, tc. 


The following testimony of the Rt. Rev. Bishop of Connecticut 
is with pleasure inserted. 

“J have perused this pamphlet, and am fully of 
opinion that it contains a judicious collection of sab- 
jects, well adapted to answer the good intentions of the 
Editor. 

ABRAHAM JARVIS.” 
—<x: GD 


The Editor of the Youth’s Repository earnestly soli- 
cits the assistance of his clerical and lay brethren, both 
in supplying the matter and in promoting the diffusion 
of the work. Pieces composed after the pattern of the 
third and fourth lessons, or in the form of dialogue or 
catechism, and also short sermons on the first princi- 
ples of Christianity, will be thankfully received. 


As the Youth’s Repository is designed for general cir- 
culation in this diocese, the Editor thinks proper to fill 
up the remainder of this page with ecclesiastical noti- 
ces; for some of which he is indebted to the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Jarvis. 


Rev. Philander Chase, late minister of the Episcopal Church 
at New-Orleans, was instituted Rector of Christ-Church, Hart- 
ford, on the 2d of June 1812. Onthesame day, Rev. Birdsey 
G. Noble was ordained Deacon. 

Rev. Reuben Hubbard was ordained Priest, and instituted 
Rector, in St. James’ Church, Danbury, Aug. 31, 1812. 

Rev. Daniel Mc Donald and Rev. Frederich Holcomb were 
ordained Priests, in Trinity-Church, New-Haven, December 20, 
1812. 

Rev. Bela Hubbard, D. D. Rector of Trinity-Church, New- 
Haven, departed thislife, Dec 6th, 1812, in the 74th year of 
his age; much beloved, respected, and Jamented. 


ent GD am 


_ Printed by O_rver Sree ce, for the Editor, 
HENRY WHITLOCK. 


New-Haven, March 1815. 
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The Yours’s Revrosrrory shall be published in 
humbers, each containing 24 pages 12mo; shall be 
printed on good paper witha good type ; shall consist of 
not less than four, nor more than six numbers a year; 
and shall be delivered to subscribers at four pence _half- 
penny, or one sixteenth of a dollar, per number— Payable 
on delivery. Where the Repository can be sent only 
by Mail, the postage must be paid by the Subscribers. 
Any person wishing to withdraw his subscription, may 
do it by giving six months’ notice. 

Those who procure subscriptions for not less than 12 
copies, shall receive 12 1-2 per cent 
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